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Township of Pilesgrove Planning Board 

Minutes, Regular Meeting  

Held at the Pilesgrove Township Municipal Building 

January 18, 2017 

The Chair called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.He announced that the South Jersey Times and the 
Elmer Times were noticed on January 2, 2017 and published in the South Jersey Times on January 5, 
2017. The meeting complies with the New Jersey Sunshine Law.  

Roll Call 

Members:  
Jeff String, Chair  
Thomas Haaf, Vice Chair 
Joe Crevino 
Mark Desiato 
Milton Eachus   
Mitch Layton 

    George Brooks 
Craig Lewis -- absent 
Samuel Musumeci-- absent 

     

   Alternate #1 Glenn Manning 
   Alternate #2 Jeff Dobbs       
   Alternate #3 Vacant 
   Alternate #4 Russ Davis -- absent 

Prior to the meeting the Oath of Office was given to Mark DeSiato. 

The Chair seated Mr. Manning for Mr. Lewis and Mr. Dobbs for Mr. Musumeci.  

The Solicitor swore in the Board’s professionals. 

Motion to approve minutes from November 16, 2016,First by Mr.Haaf, Second by Mr. Desiato, all ayes on 
voice vote, with Mr. Eachus and Mr. Layton abstaining.  

 

None submitted 

Zoning Officer Report– 

Res. 2017-005  David and Diane Dorrell, Block 38 Lot 11, bulk variance 

Resolutions – Memorializing Actions by the Board 

Motion to approve granting of bulk variance, First by Mr. Haaf, Second by Mr. Crevino, all ayes on roll 
call with Mr. Eachus and Mr. Layton abstaining. 
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2016-11 Pantarelli, Block 40, Lot 6 and 6.05, minor subdivision. 

Completeness Hearings 

The Engineer reviewed his report on the application, describing existing buildings and the intention to 
build a new home after the subdivision. He reviewed waiver requests and setbacks.  The Engineer said 
he had no objection to granting waivers for purposes of completeness.  

The Solicitor said the application should be amended to include variances, and that will require public 
notice> He said it will not interfere with completeness. The Solicitor said he will review the variances 
with Mr. Pantarelli after the meeting.  

Motion to deem complete with waivers and conditions, First by Mr. Crevino Second by Mr. Haar, all aye 
on voice vote. 

 

2017-01 Hickman, Block 86, Lot 5.01, bulk variance. 

The Solicitor swore in Mr. Hickman. 

Mr. Hickman is requesting the building to store automobiles and serve as a workshop and storage for 
tractors and lawn equipment, which may change the request for relief since it will be considered a 
garage rather than a shed.  

The Solicitor said the Township Ordinance talks about location of accessory buildings with respect to 
“required” front yards. In his opinion and that of the Planner, the required set back would be 75 feet 
and to place any structure in there would require a variance. The Board needs to decide how to 
interpret whether it is the 75 feet or the entire distance from the front to the road. If it is the 75 feet, no 
variance is required. The Solicitor also said no variance is required as a garage structure.  

Mr. Eachus asked for clarification on the front yard definition. The Solicitor said the house sits much 
further back than 75 feet, so the question is whether the garage can be in front of the house but not in 
the 75 feet. The Planner said word “required” came during discussions in writing an ordinance for 
residential solar panels. Mr. Hickman said he will not be using the garage every day, as he does have a 
garage under his house. An existing shed used for lawn mower storage will be taken down when the 
equipment is moved to the proposed garage. The Solicitor reviewed the definition of garage vs. shed.  

Motion to accept as garage, First by Mr. Crevino, Second by Mr. Layton, all ayes on voice vote. 

Motion that the structure cannot be located within the 75 foot setback, First by Mr. Brooks, Second by 
Mr. Crevino, all ayes on voice vote.  

The Solicitor advised that variance are now not required. 

Motion to advise the zoning officer that variances are not required for the proposed garage as submitted 
and set forth in the application, First by Mr. Brooks, Second by Mr. Eachus, all ayes on voice vote. 
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Mr. Haaf recommended approval. 

Vouchers 

Motion to approve vouchers, First by Mr.Crevino, Second by Mr. Brooks, all ayes on roll call. 

 

Public Comment 

Motion to open to the public, First by Mr. Haaf, Second by Mr. Brooks all ayes on voice vote. There was 
no public comment. Motion to close public discussion, First by Mr. Haaf, Second by Mr. Eachus, all ayes 
on voice vote. 

Mr. Haaf said that based on applications that have been before the Board recently, better definitions are 
needed with respect to accessory structures, and it would seem appropriate to revisit the ordinance on 
sheds. He said it seems the ordinance language is not clear to the construction and zoning officials, and 
it is not clear to him.  There was general discussion about the background of the ordinance regarding 
sheds, barns, garages etc.  

Motion to adjourn, First by Mr. Crevino, Second by Mr. Desiato, all ayes on voice vote. 

 

Meeting adjourned 7:45 p.m. 

Minutes submitted by Board Secretary Rita Shade. 
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